
Information Session:
Spring 2021

Start College Now



What can WITC do for you? Let’s watch the 
video below!



What does campus look like? What is WITC?

• WITC-Rice Lake Virtual Campus Tour

https://sway.office.com/yoF03IQCtMQwM5Ym?ref=Link


WITC Programs and Admissions

• Visit our website at www.witc.edu to view programs
• Shadow programs of interest and explore your options
• Use your high school Dual Credit agreement in conjunction 

with Start College Now to earn college credits, certificates 
and degrees for FREE!

• Meet with an Admissions Advisor for planning and advice

http://www.witc.edu/


Spring 2021 Start College Now Timeline

• Application is due to your high school Guidance Counselor by 
10/1/2020

• Orientation and Registration Session on 12/9/2020-more 
information will be coming on this in the future

• Spring 2021 term begins on 1/18/2021
• Majority of courses we are offering for Spring 2021 will be Online 

offerings due to COVID-19



Course Offerings

• Please use the following link to access our 2020-2021 academic 
course catalog:

• https://www.witc.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/2020-
21_FinalCatalogMay_1.pdf

https://www.witc.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/2020-21_FinalCatalogMay_1.pdf


Resources for Success: Student Services

• Advising and Counseling

• Accommodation Support Services

• Educational Technology Center

• Student Life

• Career Planning and 

Assessments

• Academic Support Center

• Math, Writing, and Sciences 

Labs

• Learning Resource Center

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are many services available to assist you with your success.  Most are located in the Learning Commons or Student Services located on campus near the W5 entrance.  If you are ever unsure, you can ask for assistance in Student Services and the staff will assist you. 

Advising and Counseling:  Counselors are available to assist you with overcoming obstacles to your success and are here to help you.  Do not hesitate to seek them out.

Accommodation Support Services:  If you have a documented disability or an IEP in high school, an accommodations specialist can assist you in setting up appropriate accommodations here at WITC.  Please connect with them early and often to ensure you have the resources you need to be successful.

Educational Technology Center: The ETC staff are available to provide support with WITC’s online services and technology-related questions.  The Educational Technology Center, along with the Learning Resource Center and Academic Support Center, is part of our Learning Commons, which also offers additional resources such as assistance with research, math and writing labs, study skills, test taking strategies, and tutoring.  There are times when a class subject can be challenging and we encourage you to use these supports to ensure that you are successful.

Student Life:  As a WITC student, you are welcome to participate in student life activities.  This is a great way to get to know other students, relieve some stress, learn about something new, and have some fun.  Information about events are regularly shared via email and posted in various locations around campus.

Career Planning & Assessments:  If you are unsure about a career direction, the counselors and admissions advisors can assist you with career exploration and program information.

Academic Support Services: These individuals can help you with transitioning to college in a number of ways!

Math, Writing, and Science Labs: Available to students to aid in assistance of Math, Writing and even Science skills

Learning Resource Center: Available to students for assistance in research, distance learning, books and digital alternatives to many texts and much more!


https://www.witc.edu/campuses/rice-lake-campus/campus-services
https://www.witc.edu/currentstudents/support-services/accommodations
https://learningcommons.witc.edu/lc/etc
https://www.witc.edu/fall2020/student-clubs-activities
https://www.witc.edu/academic-programs/find-your-program/explore-career-options
https://learningcommons.witc.edu/lc/asc
https://learningcommons.witc.edu/lc/labs
https://learningcommons.witc.edu/lc/lrc


How is college different 
from high school?

Let’s take a look…



Classes

• WITC School Calendar and Email
• Blackboard (online classes and important information)
• Responsible to manage your own time and schedule
• 16-week semesters
• Participation policies vary with each instructor
• Know your high school policy related to textbooks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important to follow the WITC school calendar and to understand that the WITC calendar in most cases will be different from your high school calendar.

Email is the official means of communication at WITC and while attending college you will be responsible for checking and responding to your email.  It is important to remember that you will use your WITC email to correspond with your instructors.  To make things easier, you can download the Outlook App on your phone.

Most courses at WITC utilize a platform called Blackboard.  If you are taking an online class, you will be required to access Blackboard.  Instructors also use Blackboard for in-person classes to share important information and grades.

As a college student you will be responsible to manage your own time and schedule.  Keeping a planner may help to keep you organized and meet deadlines.

The college follows 16 week semesters (the final week is used for final exams, projects, etc.) 

It’s important that you understand that participation policies vary with each instructor, knowing what each instructor expects will help with your success.

Know your high school policy related to textbooks, some high schools maintain college textbooks and expect you to check with them regarding textbooks.  Others advise you to purchase your textbooks from the WITC bookstore.  Please check with your guidance counselor to understand your high school’s policy.




Instructors

• Instructors may not remind you when assignments are due and expect you to 
contact them with concerns

• Lectures enhance the topic and may not follow the textbook.  Read and know the 
content in the textbook before attending your class

• Good notes are important
• Know your syllabus (expectations, assignments, grades, etc.)
• Keep your instructor informed
• Extra credit is usually not given and due dates might not be extended

Presenter
Presentation Notes
College instructors may vary in style, expectations, etc. from that of your high schools teachers.

Instructors may not remind you when assignments are due.

They expect you to contact them with concerns.

The lectures they provide are designed to enhance the topic and may not follow the textbook.  Students are expected to know the content in the textbook and do the reading assignments before coming to class.  This allows you to be familiar with the topic and ask questions about areas that are unclear during the class lecture/discussion.

Good notes are essential to your success, if you struggle with note-taking, talk to your instructor or counselor to get some pointers.  The Academic Support Center located in the Learning Commons is a great place to learn how to read textbooks and pull our important information, take quality notes that make sense, strategies for studying and test taking, and tutoring services.

Know your syllabus.  The syllabus details expectations, assignments, grades, etc.  If you have questions about the syllabus, please clarify them with your instructor.

Keep your instructor informed.  Instructors support your success, however, they are not able to assist you if you’re not keeping them informed.

Extra credit is usually not given, and due dates might not be extended. This is why it’s important to do your best, study and complete assignments on time.




Studying

• Allow 2-3 hours of study time outside of class for each hour in class (3 
hour class=6-9 hours study time plus 3+ hours of class time/week)

• Review class notes and text material regularly
• Substantial amounts of assigned reading and writing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How you study for classes in college may be different than how you have studied throughout high school.  Generally, college classes require more study time.  A good rule of thumb to follow is to allow 2-3 hours of study time outside of class for each hour in class (3 hour class=6-9 hours study time plus 3+ hours of class time/week).

You may find it helpful to review class notes and text material regularly, so you are always studying for the assessments.

Be prepared for substantial amounts of assigned reading and writing.




Testing

• Organize material to prepare for tests
• Some classes require only papers, presentations, and/or projects
• Make up tests are seldom an option
• Exams may be timed
• Instructors rarely offer review sessions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Testing in the college setting may differ than high school.  

You may find it helpful to organize materials when preparing for an exam.

Some classes require only papers, presentations, and/or projects and you may not have any exams.

Make up tests are seldom an option.  However, some instructors may allow them.  Consult with your instructors to know what they require.

Exams may be timed and faculty rarely offer review sessions.  Students are expected to know how to prepare for exams.




Grades

• Tests and papers usually provide the majority of the points for final  
grades

• Classroom participation may factor into your course grade
• Generally no extra credit is offered
• Seek help after first test if you do poorly (tutoring)
• Passing grades are generally a C (2.0) or higher

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The grading of assignments may also be different.  For instance, grades may not be provided for all assigned work.

In addition, tests and papers usually provide the majority of the points for final grades.

Some instructors factor in classroom participation into your course’s grade and generally no extra credit is offered.

Seek help after your first test if you do poorly.  The sooner you can access assistance the better your chances for success.  WITC offers peer tutoring, which can may a huge difference in understanding the course material.

Grades of D usually are not considered passing as they are in high school.  Generally a 2.0 or higher (C) is passing.

If you do not pass a class or you withdraw from a course, you likely will be required to reimburse your high school for tuition and fees the high school accrued.  Please speak to your high school guidance counselor on your school’s policy.




Other Important Factors to Consider

• Follow the WITC School Calendar
• Participation in class is key
• Show up!
• Take your courses seriously
• Consider other commitments (sports, job, clubs, etc.)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Start College Now Students need to follow the WITC school calendar, which is most likely different than your high school calendar.  WITC usually starts earlier in the fall, ends earlier in the spring, and it’s break schedules are different too.  Also, WITC is not usually closed during the high school’s inservice days and snow days.  Please check the website for weather closures.

Participation in class is key.  Participation requires your attendance and contribution to class discussions and group work.  Asking questions when appropriate is also important.

Take your courses seriously.  Most college classes have due dates as outlined in the course’s syllabus.  Stick to them.  Many instructors will not bend on due dates.  If you have a concern about an upcoming due date, talk to your instructor before the date arrives.  Also, turn in your best work the first time.  Students rarely have opportunities to revise assignments.  You are creating your college record and a low GPA resulting from poor course grades could affect your ability to receive financial aid in the future.

Consider other commitments that may take you away from your class time at WITC to determine if this is the right semester to attend college.  Examples of other commitments include sports and jobs.




Other Important Factors to Consider Cont.

• Dropping/failing a course
• You are responsible for your own learning
• Obtain textbooks BEFORE class start
• Be aware of your habits
• Ask for help when needed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You most likely will need to devote more time to homework than you did in high school to be successful in college.  On average, college students spend 2 to3 hours of studying per every hour of class time.
 
By State Law, your school district may charge you for tuition and other costs if you drop or fail a course.  See your instructor, advisor or a counselor early if you feel you are not being successful in a course or need help selecting appropriate courses.

WITC is a college.  At college, a high level of maturity and responsibility are expected.  Be prepared to act like an adult and to be accountable for your actions.  You are responsible for your own learning.

There are many resources on campus to help you, but you must ask for help.  If you have questions or concerns, talk to your instructors or advisor.  If you are unsure of who to talk to or what services are available, stop by Student Services and information will be given to you.

Plan on getting to know other students at WITC.  Though you will be able to socialize with your friends also attending WITC, you will be expected to work with other students on class projects and group work.  Get to know other students, both in class and outside of class.  Some of these people may become your friends and wonderful resources to you as you begin your college career.

Be aware of the habits you are currently establishing as a college student.  These habits often will follow you as you continue your college career.  Determine your long-term educational and career goals and develop habits that will help you achieve those goals.  Interact with other students that have similar goals.




Application and Website Navigation

Reminder:  Due to your counselor by 10/1/2020
• Complete the application completely
• Sign the application

• Work with your high school Guidance Counselor on both of these

• Pick the correct classes and include all information
• The most commonly missed piece of information that students forget to 

include is their Social Security Number
• Don’t forget to include this! Without it, your application can’t be fully 

processed by WITC



Contact Information

Shawn Larson
Admissions Advisor

Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College
1900 College Drive

Rice Lake, WI 54868
Office: Student Services 102N

Office Phone: 715-234-7082 ext. 5220
Work Cellphone: 715-645-2538

Fax: 715-234-5172
www.witc.edu

http://www.witc.edu/
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